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Orff Schulwerk in the
Choir CLASSRoom?

It’s time to sing and play!

YES!



•Originally developed to teach adults, adapted for children
•Singing at the core
•Actively play instruments (melodic and percussive)
•Drama (interpretation of text)
                  o Choral Charisma by Tom Carter
•Movement (kinesthetic learning)
                  o Choir Builders:  Fundamental Vocal Techniques for Classroom and 
                     General Use (Dilworth)
                  o Creating Artistry through Choral Excellence (Leck)

Successful incorporation of the Schulwerk process will only work in an
environment where ALL feel safe, valued, respected, and welcome

Elements of the Schulwerk Process



Score Study
identify key, melodic patterns
solfege anchors

Form
Vocal production/color
Poetry
Text Painting
Kinesthetic activities and visual associations 

Present at Readiness Level 
of the Students



Layer the learning



Layer the learning

me   re   me        do   do

me   re   me        do   do

sol sol sol sol    do   do me  

sol                      do   





I see trees of green / Red roses too 
I see them bloom / For me and for you 

And I think to myself / What a wonderful world 

I see skies of blue / And clouds of white 
The bright blessed day / The dark sacred night 

And I think to myself / What a wonderful world 

The colors of the rainbow / So pretty in the sky 
Are also on the faces / Of people going by 

I see friends shaking hands / Saying, "How do you do?" 
They're really saying / "I love you" 

I hear babies cry / I watch them grow 
They'll learn much more / Than I'll ever know 
And I think to myself / What a wonderful world



Every activity we do solidifies the understanding and
connection of the singers.

Exploring through play and activities helps the choir
memorize, connect, and share artistically.

Every activity builds confidence and joy.
Are we having fun?
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